
The Shtandart 
A Dream Threatened by Political Turmoil 

A Frigate Recreated by Passionate Enthusiasts 

In the early 1990s, under the direction of Vladimir Martus, a team of passionate naval history 
enthusiasts embarked on an audacious project: the meticulous reconstruction of the Shtandart, 
the flagship of Peter the Great and the first ship of the Russian Imperial Navy, originally built in 
1703. Every stage of the construction was marked by a steadfast commitment to traditional 18th-
century methods. The original plans were carefully studied, and each detail was reproduced with 
great precision. The wood, carefully selected, was worked with period tools to ensure an 
authenticity rarely matched in naval reconstruction projects. 

Securing the necessary funding for such an undertaking proved to be a colossal challenge. No 
public assistance was granted and the project relied exclusively on private donations, fundraising 
events and the voluntary work of those who believed in this dream. Despite the obstacles, and 
after six years of unrelenting effort, the Shtandart was launched in 2000, symbolising not only the 
resilience of this team but also the revival of a cultural heritage that was on the brink of being 
forgotten.  

The ship has since become a living testament, dedicated to educating new generations in maritime 
traditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Captain of the Shtandart: A Man of Conviction  

Vladimir Martus is no ordinary captain. Of Russian 
nationality, he is also of Ukrainian descent through his 
father, a duality that reflects the current tensions.  

In 2009, faced with increasing pressure for the 
Shtandart to become a tool of propaganda for the 
Russian government, Vladimir Martus made the radical 
decision to leave Russia to protect the integrity of his 
project.  

“The Shtandart belongs to no government; it belongs to 
those who love the sea and history,” he often reminds 
people. Under his command, the ship has become a 
floating school, where professional sailors and 

volunteers from around the world (Annex 10) take turns learning traditional navigation techniques, 
as well as values of solidarity and respect for history. 

The ship is managed and operated by Martus TV GmbH in Germany and relies on diversified 
sources of funding, including partnerships, on-board events, and maritime training, which are 
essential to cover maintenance costs and support its 
educational and cultural activities. 

Life on board is simple but intense, imbued with a deep 
sense of camaraderie. The days are punctuated by the 
maintenance of the ship, manoeuvres at sea, and 
navigation lessons. Each crew member contributes to 
keeping the Shtandart seaworthy, perpetuating a 
maritime tradition that has lasted for centuries.  

Europe: A New Exile for the Shtandart 

Since the outbreak of the war in Ukraine, European sanctions targeting Russian interests have 
placed the Shtandart in a difficult position. However, due to its specific status and definition, the 
Shtandart was not subject to the sanctions under Regulation (EU) 833/2014 and continued its 
activities, as confirmed by official documents from French and Spanish authorities (Annexes 1 to 
6). 

To demonstrate its neutrality and comply with the directives of the French authorities (Annexes 
7 - 8), the captain changed the ship's flag to that of the Cook Islands in early June 2024. 
However, this was not enough, especially after the introduction of Regulation (EU) 2024/1745 
on 24 June 2024, which specifically targets historic replicas of Russian ships. 

As a result, the Shtandart has been denied entry to numerous European ports, including prestigious 
maritime festivals to which it had been invited. For instance, the Shtandart was banned from 
participating in the Brest Maritime Festival in July 2024, a ban confirmed by a prefectural decree 
on 7 July 2024 (Annex 9) despite an ongoing legal appeal. Similarly, the ship was denied entry to 
the port of Vigo in Spain. These decisions, based on an ambiguous interpretation of the new 
regulations, have also led the ports of Camaret and Granville to turn their backs on the ship. 



Once welcomed with enthusiasm, Captain Martus now laments this atmosphere of suspicion that 
has turned a historic preservation effort into a pariah. But what is at stake here is not just a matter 
of property rights or principle; it is the very survival of the Shtandart, its captain, and its crew. 
These men and women, innocent in this conflict, find their existence threatened by political 
decisions entirely beyond their control. 

A Life of Uncertainty 

Currently, the Shtandart is forced to remain anchored, unable to dock except for resupply. This 
situation has severe repercussions on the crew. They must now ration water, food, and other 
essential resources to survive, living in increasingly precarious conditions. (Annex 12) 

“We don’t know what tomorrow will bring, but we know why we continue,” says one crew member, 
reflecting the resilience that has become the hallmark of life aboard the Shtandart. Despite the 
challenges, the crew remains united, driven by their belief in the ship's mission. But with obstacles 
mounting, the future of the Shtandart grows increasingly uncertain. 

To make matters worse, the Shtandart is being pursued by a small group of detractors, organised 
under the banner of the No Shtandart in Europe movement and supported by a few Ukrainian 
associations, who see in the ship a symbol they refuse to accept. These groups seek to associate 
the Shtandart with the actions of the Russian government. Their harassment, lies and propaganda, 
which sometimes border on the ridiculous, are nevertheless having a very real impact. 

What Future for the Shtandart? 

The Shtandart stands at a critical crossroads. This ship, more than just a piece of history, is a symbol 
of resilience and freedom. However, current geopolitical realities threaten its future. Sanctions 
and political pressures risk condemning it to permanent exile, without a home port, wandering 
from port to port. 

Despite these difficulties, the Shtandart has received massive and immediate support from its 
friends and sympathisers. A petition to the European Consul on https://www.change.org/p/help-
preserve-the-piece-of-world-s-cultural-heritage-frigate-shtandart has garnered nearly 6,000 
signatures in a short time (Annex 11) and hundreds of messages of support have been shared on 
the ship's website, Youtube and Instagram page (Annexes 14 - 15). This support has deeply 
touched the crew, strengthening their determination to continue their journey despite the 
obstacles. 

Captain Vladimir Martus, who left Russia to protect his ship from interference and political 
pressure, now finds himself in a similar situation in Europe. Where he had hoped to find refuge 
and justice, he faces a new wave of exclusion. He remains determined to sail and defend his ship, 
even though he knows it will take time: “I want to believe that there is still justice in Europe, even if 
it may be idealistic,” he confides with a hint of resignation. 

But the reality is clear: if Europe does not reverse its decisions, the Shtandart may well be forced 
to disappear from the seas it has so proudly navigated, not because of the sea itself, but because 
of the political storms assailing it. The future of this ship, this dream, now depends on the ability 
of European leaders to distinguish between a propaganda tool and a work of historical 
preservation. The outcome remains uncertain, but time is running out. 



ANNEXES 
 

• ANNEX 1 
Document from the Ministry of Transport, Mobility, and Urban Development of Spain 
Dated 02/05/2022, this document authorizes the ship Shtandart to enter Spanish waters and the territorial sea. 
It is signed by Josu G. BILBAO CAMARA, Maritime Captain (Capitán Marítimo). 

• ANNEX 2 
Document from the Port Authority of Pasaia in Spain 
Dated 04/05/2022, this document grants the request for docking and berthing authorization for the Shtandart, 
as it is excluded from European Regulation 2022/576. It is signed by Jose Antonio LAGO ALBA, Director of 
Operations (Director de explotación). 

• ANNEX 3 
Email from the Customs Directorate (DNRED) 
Dated 23/01/2023, this email confirms that the Shtandart is excluded from the categories of ships subject to 
the scope of Regulation EU 833/2014. 

• ANNEX 4 
Email from the Atlantic Maritime Prefecture 
Dated 13/03/2023, this email confirms that the Shtandart can be considered outside the scope of the 
regulation. 

• ANNEX 5 
Email from DGAMPA (Maritime Affairs) 
Dated 15/07/2022, this email confirms the authorization for the Shtandart to access French ports. 

• ANNEX 6 
Letter from the Coordinator of the Douarnenez Maritime Festival 
This letter, related to the event held from 14-17 July 2022, details the Shtandart's involvement. 

• ANNEX 7 
Communication Regarding Flag Change 
On 16 April 2024, at the request of the Prime Minister, via the General Secretariat for the Sea, a change of flag 
was strongly recommended. 

• ANNEX 8 
Cook Islands Registration 
The registration with the Cook Islands was requested, and it was obtained on 6 June 2024. 

• ANNEX 9 
Prefectural Decree 
Dated 7 July 2024, this decree bans the Shtandart from participating in the Brest Maritime Festival in July 2024 
and from docking in any port in Finistère. 

• ANNEX 10 
The Multinational Crew of the Shtandart 
The Shtandart's crew is composed of a diverse group, including Russian, Ukrainian, French, and other European 
nationalities. Despite geopolitical tensions, Ukrainians and Russians work together on board, exemplifying the 
ship’s mission of unity, cultural exchange, and the preservation of maritime heritage. 

• ANNEX 11 
Petition in Support of the Shtandart 
In response to the challenges and exclusions faced by the Shtandart, a petition was launched to gather public 
support. Quickly gaining over 5,000 signatures, this petition reflects widespread appreciation for the ship's 
cultural and educational contributions. It advocates for the Shtandart's right to continue its mission and stands 
as a powerful statement against its unfair targeting. 

• ANNEX 12 
Resupply Challenges 
The Shtandart faces significant challenges when it comes to resupplying. Due to restrictions and port bans, the 
ship is often forced to anchor offshore, making it difficult to obtain essential supplies like food, water, and fuel. 
These resupply challenges have put additional strain on the crew, who must ration resources and endure 
increasingly harsh conditions while trying to maintain the ship's operations. 
These are just a couple of examples; more details can be found directly on their website, Facebook page, or Instagram. 

• ANNEX 13 
Publications from the “No Shtandart in Europe” Movement 
Website: No Shtandart In Europe – For the full application of European 5th package of sanctions. 
#StandWithUkraine (bernardgrua.net) 
Facebook: No Shtandart In Europe | Facebook 

https://bernardgrua.net/
https://bernardgrua.net/
https://www.facebook.com/NoShtandartInEurope


The "No Shtandart in Europe" movement is a group of detractors formed to oppose the presence of the 
Shtandart in European waters. This small but active group conducts a near-daily, sometimes multiple times daily, 
campaign against the ship. Their publications are often aggressive, persistently attempting to link the Shtandart 
to the actions of the Russian government, despite numerous pieces of evidence demonstrating its neutrality. 
They also aggressively target anyone or any institution defending the ship, turning their campaign into an 
obsessive and unhealthy harassment that aims to discredit the ship and its supporters. 
These are just a couple of examples; more details can be found directly on their website, Facebook page, or 
Instagram. 

• ANNEX 14 
Social Media and Online Support 
Website: shtandart.eu / Проект «Штандарт» — официальный сайт (shtandart.ru) 
Facebook: Shtandart | Facebook 
Instagram: Фрегат «Штандарт» (@frigate_shtandart) • Photos et vidéos Instagram 
YouTube: Voilier « Shtandart » - YouTube 
This annex includes examples from the Shtandart's website, Facebook, and Instagram pages, showcasing the 
widespread support for the ship. 
These are just a couple of examples; more details can be found directly on the Shtandart's website, Facebook page, or 
Instagram. 

• ANNEX 15 
Support from Other Maritime Entities 
This annex details the support received from other maritime organizations and ships, such as the Belem, 
emphasizing the solidarity within the maritime community. 
These are just a couple of examples; more details can be found directly on the Shtandart's website, Facebook page, or 
Instagram. 
 

 

 

  

https://shtandart.eu/
https://shtandart.ru/
https://www.facebook.com/shtandart
https://www.instagram.com/frigate_shtandart
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpqFqB3XcDhjmrZcvk8YJ6g
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ANNEX 3 
Email from the Customs Directorate (DNRED) 

 
  



ANNEX 4 
Email from the Atlantic Maritime Prefecture

 
  



ANNEX 5 
Email from DGAMPA (Maritime Affairs) 

 
 
  



ANNEX 6 
Letter from the Coordinator of the Douarnenez Maritime Festival. 
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ANNEX 9 
Prefectural Decree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  



ANNEX 10 
The Multinational Crew of the Shtandart 
 

 
  



ANNEX 11 
Petition in Support of the Shtandart 
 

 
  



 
ANNEX 12 
Resupply Challenges 
 
16/08/2024 
The last technical stop was in La Rochelle on 04/08/2024. 
Currently awaiting the next technical stop… 
 

 
 
 
28/07/2024 - Leaving Spain.  
Фрегат "Штандарт" вынужден покинуть территориальные воды Испании (The 
frigate "Shtandart" is forced to leave Spanish territorial waters) 
[YouTube link] 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX 13 
Publications from the “No Shtandart in Europe” Movement 
Website: No Shtandart In Europe – For the full application of European 5th package of sanctions. 
#StandWithUkraine (bernardgrua.net) 
Facebook: No Shtandart In Europe | Facebook 

 
Examples of daily publications from the "No Shtandart in Europe" movement. 

https://bernardgrua.net/
https://bernardgrua.net/
https://www.facebook.com/NoShtandartInEurope


 

 
 
  



Example of a letter sent to the Prefet of Charente-Maritime: 
Letter from Olivier Collet dated 2 August 2024 refuting the publication by No Shtandart in 
Europe about the situation of the Shtandart, and responding to the open letter dated 1 August 
2024 addressed to the Prefet by "No Shtandart in Europe with attachements:  
• Link to the video of the demonstration organized by Vladimir Martus 

To explain the situation of the Shtandart and respond to the accusations made by Bernard Grua 
and the associations. 
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C9fLb7Ct02L/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh= 
MzRlODBiNWFlZA== 

• Link to one of the open letters addressed to the prefect dated 1 August 2024 

https://bernardgrua.net/2024/08/01/shtandart-sanctions-port-la-rochelle- 
prefecture/ 

 

 
 
 
 



 

    
 



 
 

  



ANNEX 14 
Social Media and Online Support 
• Site internet: www.shtandart.eu 
• INSTAGRAM : Фрегат «Штандарт» (@frigate_shtandart) • Photos et vidéos Instagram 
• FACEBOOK : Facebook 
 

  

https://www.instagram.com/frigate_shtandart/
https://www.facebook.com/Frigate.Shtandart


ANNEX 15 
Support from Other Maritime Entities 
 
13/07/2024 – Instagram publication 
Support from other vessels following the announcement of the prefect of Finistère’s decree 
banning the entry of the Shtandart. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


